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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, OREGON

ln the Matter of Reimbursing the Vernonia
Rural Fire Protection District Pursuant to
oRS 275.275(2)

)

)

)
)

)

)

oRDER NO. 99-01

[Decembe r 2001 Distribution]

WHEREAS, on December 29,1994, the Board of County Commissioners adopted
Order No. 338-94 which, among otherthings, authorized theVernonia Rural Fire Protection
District (RFPD) to apply for reimbursement for a portion of their operational costs due to
the impaction on the District by natural gas exploration, development, transportation and
storage in the Mist gas fields; and

WHEREAS, this reimbursement would be made to the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District out of the proceeds received pursuant to ORS 275"275(2); and

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2001, the Vernonia RFPD submitted a list of
budgeted expenditures for the 2001-2002 fiscal year, along with the corresponding
percentage which is a result of impaction in the amount of $28,890, certified to be for the
costs described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed and approved these costs, and the Columbia
County Treasurer has verified said costs; and

WHEREAS, the relevant billings, certification, approval and verification referred to
above are attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference as follows.

Certificate and Cost Bill...
Review and Approval .....

.... Exhibit A

Verification
Exhibit B
Exhibit C; and

WHEREAS, the amount of funds available for reimbursement for impaction at this
time is $17,868.28 and by prior authorization, Vernonia RFPD is entitled ts 34o/o of those
funds; and

WHEREAS, this matter is now before the Board of County Commissioners for
approval of reimbursement in the amount of $6,075.22, which is the allowable amount of
reimbursementforthe above-mentioned costs approved pursuantto Order No. 338-94 and
Order No. 97-01;

oRDER NO" 99-01 Venruorurn lupncr Page 1



NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS HEREBY ORDERED as follows:

Vernonia RFPD shall be reimbursed in the amount of $6,075.22as a portion of their
operational costs due to impaction on the district by natural gas exploration, development,
transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields, as described in the attached Exhibit A.

DATED tnis 4hL day of December ,2001.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR BIA NTY, OREGON

Approved as to form By
c

h'l\By
of Co By:nsel

tsstoner

By:
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E)C{IBIT A

Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection Dlstrict

555 East Britlge Street
Vernonia, OR 97064

Dec. LA 2@@L @1:21P1,1 P2
!,

ffiFIfth QOMPANY
Pitotre: (503) 429-82.5p EM$ COM['ANY

Phone: (503) 449-4600

CER."tr"IF'I'CATE

On behalf of thc Verrronia Rural Fire Protcction District, we certify that the
altached "Exhibit A" is a listing ol'truclgeted expenditures for the ?001 -2002 fiscal year
along with the corresponding perccntage, which is a result of "lrnpacl.ion" olt the clistrict.
This "impactiott" is duc to the rratural gas exploratit:tr, develclprrrent, transportation ancl
storagc irr the Mist gas ficlds. It has becn determinccl thal a portion of thcsc opcrari()n
costs are reirnhursable under ORS 275.275 (2) (t ),

Dated this I 7th day of'l)eoember 2001

VERNOMA ITURAL TIRE
PROTECTION DISIRIC]T

G,
Don W

Paul pler, Firc

lf of thc Board of Dircctr:rs
fi
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c()sl'olj oPFI<A].I0N

Tlte cc;uiprnent needccl lo opcrate within eru"cllrrent ISO rating r.rf 5 in 6ur city area ancl
class 8-9 in ortr rural area is; 'l'rvo Cla.ss "A" pu,rp..r, feqi i,i+ioi 

"lt.'t,jop 
gapur

pumper / tende r (E452). one 1000 gallon tender (WT45ii). We al.so ha.vc availablc
trainecl voluntcers to operatc this equipn.rent (cuner.,r ,or,", oi.26).

The ecluipnlellt we lvoulcl need trr have an aclec;uate defense {br any tv1>e ol-gas rclareri
elnerget]cy could include all of the above nrentioned equipnrent 

"* 
*"ll u, .*un,,

additiottal, all based on lhe scverity and duration of thc inciclent. Equipment lecdecl
would be tltree lirant rrnits, currcnlly we have trvo, the scconcl one was corrrpleted in thc
sumrller oI' I 999- A lsr-r ncecled woulcl Lre special rcscue equipnrent 1rop" ,.i"u*
equipnrent), in thc cvent ol'an entmpffent on a job site or production site.

Two years ago this la-st spring the district appropriatcd a lrond in the arnount of $32(),000in ordcr to obtain the re.source.s to upgradc the ncede<l equiprnent, which woulcl be
needed in the event of thc ntajor incitJent relrited to rratuial gas. At the end of .lune 1999
wc' receivcd a new cngine that includcs ri purnper with compressecl i.rir foanr capabilities
($?30,000). onr rescue has becn upgraded, to incrucle radios lbr arr ,,pg;;;;;ommand
syslem ($38,000) and our uttlity chassis has been changecl ovcr fi.rn a 2.x4 to a 4x4. Acost of'about $ l0'000- which will conre oitt ot'tlre board buclget lrecause it cloes n6t fall
uttdcr tlre guidelines allpropriated for the tlond. l-he abovc nlentioned eqpiprncnt rvill
give the district aclequate ciefen.se fbr nny type of gas relatecl emerge,jcy, t* *" will also
have long ran-qe plans to kecp clur equiprnent upgraded as the 

"o*i1runity 
and the r:eed

for response grows.

Our department would also be onc ctl'Mist Birkenfeld's first Jine.s ol'Mutual Aid in a. gas
reluted emergency, hOth for resources and nl&npower. Our dc.partrnent has rlevoteci much
time and encrgy [o see to it that wc are able to providc improved scrvit:es for our citizens.
We havc been alllc lo provide one full tinre staifod position as rvell as one piyt tirnc
staff'ed position (for secretarial ancl bookkeeping,rurposes) and mnintain an activc rosrer
of 26 t volunteers ovcr lhe years. Cost in kcep;ng and mainraining both equiprnent and
s-taif for these typcs of cmergcncies is substantia[ our clepartrncnl acJclecl a part time
Emergency Maintenarrce Mcchanic in rhe Spring rlf ?0()(). Rcsponses to a transportation
incident or cxploratiort site are only a couplc ol'ttre rnany type$ of rcspqnses that are
likely to be recluircd.

Our-additional equiprnent recluiretncnts nrust bc rnaintained ibr complctc reacJiness, as
well as ltave trtiined staf'l'tct operate this equipmerrt. Clornplere and up to clate record-q
mttst be kept on all equipmcnt and personnel- As we have clernonstratecl, over 20olo <lf'
our operatiorr is based on re;rdiness fbr gas rela.ted inr:iclents.
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COST OIl OPERATION RELATED TO IMPAC'IION

Pnor to thc clevcft:pmenr of the natural gas fields irr Colurnbia County' the Vemonitt

Rural Fire protection District operate<l*ith ; fairly comfortable lirte o{:equipment atrd

personnel, for the p*p*" 
"f 

providing lirc protg;ion to it's citizens.'. 9."1 
ti* :t

equipment included the following; a I974 Class "A" pumper, an<J a tight duty salvage

and rescue vehicle. our abilities to provide in the uban interfacc ftlr wildland fires were

little to none" Trainitrg *a-* 
"lro 

very lirnited due to lack Ol'funds and other resources'

When natrrral gas was being explored and pro{uction-soou fbllowedl Mist Birkenfeld

uiong *irt Vei onia saw th; nicd to seck ways to offset the adciitional cost to the

districts for additional services that would be needed as a result of natural gas field's' Tho

,irilof u rnajor incident increased as a result of the continued inqease in the number of

proclucing and activc gas lields. Lcgislative action was taken and th'e implernentation of

ihe "Impact Fund"'was the result'

Since the start of lmpact Funrj distribution, Mist Birkenfeld and VcrnQnia have usecl

those funds ,u upgru';* upp"iatnr, replace, or to outriglrt purchasc equiprnctrt' All of

whic.h would be called uporr in the event of o gtt related emelgcucy'.'fhis.has worked

very well as a means to obrain this very nccessary equiprnent to provide adequate

sewices. It has l.,ern 
"n 

effective tool 
-for 

srrrall fire districts Such as ours to fund thcse

projects.

As wc havc seen over tfie cowse Of the years, the fUnding fronr the gas royalties has

dimini.shecl a great deal, as production of gus'hr^s slowed- I{owever' this last spring and

summer there was much work <Jclne in oufare" on upgrading the local ga-s lines, and there

was one fatality in which we clid respond on, rJue to ctinstructiorr. 'l'hus our readincss

must rlot decrease, ancl Our resPonsg capability must remain intact' and wtr must also

ct>ntinue to improve our equipmcnt and our department as factorS continue to cltatrgc'

We, rhe district, havs realiz,cd a nsed tor*" day-to-day operations of the fire district that

is a directly related to tfie prodUctiqn, st6rage, transPortation" or exp)oratiOn for natural

gas or oil within the boundary of our fire district'

'l.hus, we have decided to request reitnbursement for such costs ba-sed on a perccntugc o1"

qur annttal qperating budget, and havc giuun you a break down of our cost of opcratiort

on the follou'ir:g Page-
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$ 88,200

$ 65,loo

$ 10;800

s 14,500

Dec" te 2@@1, @1:23PM P5

ir can be argued that while lhe cost is due ro rcacliness, the cotlrtnunity lrenelits b.y lravitrg

this additional equipmcnt arrci trained staff lbr the purpose of Inrpaotion incidents- Witlt

atJjustnrerrts for tfiii, thc cost ot'nraintaining n statc ofreaclines-s is at least l5% of general

operation.

e@
The foll.qwing is a listing of budgeted cxpenditures for the 200 l.-ZA02 fiscal y'ear artd thc

corresponding percentage, whioh is a result of "Intpaction".

$ 14,000

Sub Total $ 178,100 $ 26,715

Nofe: The amourtt of impact funds will affpct the nUmber of years our new eclutpment

will be in service.

Personal Scrvices

Materials and Scrvices

Capitol Outlay

Contingencies

Engine 5230,000

Rescue $ 38,ooo

Box Conversion $ 12,000

Utility Changc over $ 10,000

T'otal $290,000

?Q year d$preciati.qn 157q ImoacltoJ

$ 11,500 $ 1.725

$ 1,900 $ 285

$600 $po

$soo $7s

$ I3,230

$ 9,765

$ 1,620

$ 2,100

f.'otal amount rcqu(:sted for reirnbursement $ 28,890'

s 2,175



(ol.rrMiilF t('trl{TY

onEc('N

TO

FROM

DATE

Paulette Kuiper, Treasurer

Board of Commissioners

December 18, 2001

EXHIBIT B

Board of Commissioners
County CourthouseO St. Helens, Oreson 97051-2096o503-397-4322Ofax 503-397-7243

Commissioner Rita Bernhard Jan Greenhalgh, Board Secretary
CommissionerAnthony Hyde
Commissioner Joe Corsiglia

MEMORANDUM

RE Review and Determination Regarding Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District's December 2001 Request for Reimbursement,
Certificate and Cost Bill

The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the December 18, 2001,
request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District for a portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on
the district of natural gas exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist
gas fields. The Board has determined that the documentation is adequate and that the
operationalcosts incurred meetthe requirements forwhich the Board originally approved
reimbursement, under ORS 275.275(2), in Order No. 338-94.

The Board hereby requests that you verify the cost bill sought for reimburse-
ment, as required by ORS 275.275(2), and sign and return the attached verification
document.

Thank you

S:\COUNSEL\GASVMPACT\2001VERNONlA\DEC 0'1 TREASURER MEM.wpd



{
EXHIBIT C

COLUMBIA CO(IIYTY

Office of the Treosurer
Paulette Kuiper

Second Floor, Courtltouse
St. Helens, Oregon 97051

VERIFICATION

Pursuant to ORS 275.275(2Xb), I have reviewed the attached December 18,2001 ,

request for reimbursement, certificate and cost bill submitted by the Vernonia Rural Fire
Protection District and hereby verify that, to the best of my knowledge, they are for a
portion of the operational costs incurred due to the impaction on the district of naturalgas
exploration, development, transportation and storage in the Mist gas fields. The Board of
County Commissioners has determined these costs to be reimbursable under ORS
275"275(2Xb) and for which distribution has been authorized in Order No. 338-94 and
Order No. 97-01"

Dated ,ni, t tE day of December ,2001"

COLUMBIA COUNW TREASURER

Paulette Kuiper, Treasu

S:\COUNSEL\GAS\IMPACT\200 1 VERNONIA\DEC 01 VER|FY.wpd


